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CRIME 

MeeHng the Ch.aIIenge 

The cost of crime to Amer- 
ican citizens had been an 
estimated $21 biliion annual- 
ly. So, in July of 1965, Presi- 
dent Johnson appointeda 
19-man Crime Commission 
headed by Nicholas Katzen- 
bach, former U.S. Attorney 
General and now Un- 
dersecretary of State, to 
study what could be done 
about the horrendous prob- 
lem. 

Last weekend thij Presi- 
dent’s Crime Commission 
made public its findings in a 
340-page report. There were 
no “easy answers,” it said. 
But the commission did have 
some 200 suggestions for re- 
form — ranging from re- 
organization of locjil police 
departments and courts to 
hi^er education fcr police 
officers. 

‘Horse and Buggy’ 

Only a massive infusion of 
money, men, science and cit- 
izen interest could meet the 
challenge of criminal pred- 
ators now threatening Amer- 
ica, said the report. But 
public concern over rising 
crime rates might spark ac- 
tion; At least we could stop 
fighting “jet age criminals 
with horse and buggy meth- 
ods. 

“W a r r i n g on poverty, 
inadequate housing and un- 
employment is warring on 
crime,” the commission said. 
It emphasized that this ap- 
proach to criminality must 
be taken, along with reforms 
in enforcement, if crime is to 
be reduced. Causes of much 
violence and defiance of law 
were said to be “slmn-born.” 

The commission urged, 
among other things, that the 
lower courts “particularly in 
need of reform” should have 
better personnel, with judges 
selected by means free of 
partisan politics and sub- 
jected to more training be- 
fore and during then* tenure. 
As things now stood, Katzen- 
bach said, crime was 



GARRISON 
One more log 
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promoted rather than re- 
tarded because the courts did 
not provide the constitutional 
promise of speedy justice. 

Other recommendations 
included: 

• One nationwide tele- 
phone number for persons 
calling police. 

• Wider use of computers 
inmanagementof police 
departments. 

• College trained police 
officers in charge of the 
more demanding jobs. 

• Creation of community 
relations units to improve po- 
lice relations with Negroes 
and other minority groups. 

• Establishment of youth 
service bureaus to deal with 
young offenders outside the 
criminal system whenever 
possible., 

• Merger of felony and 
misdemeanor courts, to do 
away with “assembly line 
justice.” 

• Creation of small, 
community-based correction- 
al centers to replace for- 
tress-style prisons for most 
offenders. 

• State gun control 
legislation to restrict mail or- 
der sales and require le^sla- 
tion so that lawmen would 
know where every gun is and 
who owns it. 

Cosa Nostra 

The report, lengthy as it 
was, gave little gmdance, 
however, in some of the 
more controversial areas of 


crime -fighting, such as 
wire-tapping and bugging. 

It did recommend a na- 
tional campaign against the 
crime syndicate called Cosa 
Nostra, operating in major 
cities across the nation, re- 
porting it now wielded 
enough money and power to 
manipulate stocks, raise the 
price of bread, affect the 
hves of millions of Ameri- 
cans and pour the proceeds 
from its racketeering (loan 
sharking, narcotics, vice, 
gambling, etc.) into legiti- 
mate businesses ranging 
from accounting firms to the 
manufacture of yeast. 

LOUISIANA 

"We Will Prove It' 

One more log was tossed 
last week onto the blaze that 
had been burning bright ever 
since last summer, fueled by 
a succession of post- 
assassination books and sto- 
ries. 

But this one could be the 
biggest. The episode began 
ten days ago, when a story 
leaked by the New Orleans 
States-Item disclosed that 
the District Attorney’s office 
had been “pouring out- 
of-the-ordinary sums of mon- 
ey into a probe of a possible 
assassination plot.” 

The States-Item story 
claimed that the District 
Attorney’s office had spent 
more than $8000 on unex- 
plained travel and in- 
vestigative expenses since 
last November, most of it in 
connection with trips to Dal- 
las, Houston, Miami, Wash- 
ington, San Francisco and 
Angola, the Louisiana State 
Penitentiary. 

Behind a Billboard 

The newspaper reported 
that District Attorney Jim 
Garrison’s office was seeking 
a “physically powerful and 
dangerous Cuban man, who 
is believed to be one of a 
group of Cubans who re- 
port^y hid behind a bill- 
board along the parade route 
in Dallas.” 

“The investigators,” the 
paper continued, “searched 
Miami inside and out for the 
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Willful Homicid® 


Forcible Rape 


Robbery 


Aggravated Assault 


Burglary 


Larceny ^50 ond over 


Motor Vehicle Theft 


kTotal crimes 
againstperson-- 



465.5 474.9. 489.7 





148,3 145.9 


916.1 932.7 979.7 1,070.4 


Cuban, flashing his picture 
taken on a New Orleans 
street while he was dis- 
tributing Fair Play for CJuba 
pamphlets with (Lee Har- 
vey) Oswald.” - 

(Oswald had lived in New 
Orleans the summer before 
the assassination. While 
there, he claimed to repre- 
sent the pro-Castro Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee, made 
no attempt to conceal his 
activities, was photographed 
passing out leaflets, and got 
involved in a street al- 
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tercation with anti-Castro 
elements.) 

“The possibility of a well- 
organized assassination 
plot,” concluded the Item, 
“in which New Orleans resi- 
dents were somehow directly 
involved, is said to be at the 
center of the investigation.” 
Garrison’s office promptly 
denied it. “There is no basis 
for the story,” said a terse 
official statement. “Mr. Gar- 
rison assumes the story is 
based on rumor.” 

Next day, however, - Gar- 
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rison told a differeni: story. 

He declared that an in* 
v'estigation by his office 
showed the Warren Commis- 
sion report was inaccurate in 
stating Oswald acted alone in 
the assassination of Presi- 
dent Kennedy. “We already 
have the names of the people 
in the initial planning,” Gar- 
rison told the Associated 
Press. “We are not wasting 
our time and we vdU prove 
it. Arrests will be made. 
Charges will be filed and 
convictions will be ob- 
tained.” 

Turn It Over 

How had Garrison gotten 
involved in the first place? 
“Last N 0 V e m b e r,” he ex- 
plained, “I began looking 
into the question because Os- 
wald had spent six months in 
New Orleans shorty before 
the assassination. I went 
through the 26 volumes of the 
Warren Report cind there 
were some questions raised. 
As a result, I began the in- 
vestigation. The investigation 
led to new leads, which we 
followed out, and other leads 
were uncovered.” 

Others were also more 
than mildly inter<5Stedin 
Garrison’s private in- 


Then, at midweek, the Gar- 
rison investigation leak 
claimed its first victim. The 
pilot whose identity had been 
revealed to the Chronicle by 
a Warren Commission inves- 
tigator as David Ferrie — an 
alleged New Orleans homo- 
sexual who had known Os- 
wald as a teenager in the 
Civil Air Patrol, and who 
was considered “at most, a 
tangential figure in the case” 
— was found dead in his 
apartment. 

The coroner ascribed the 
death of Ferrie, who had hy- 
pertensive cardiovasoilar 


vestigation. In Washington,- a 
former member of the War- 
ren Commission insisted that 
any new evidence uncovered 
by the New Orleans District 
At 1 0 r n e y ’s office into the 
death of President Kennedy 
should be “immediately” 
transmitted to o f f i c i a 1 s in 
Washington. 


Commission’s investigators, 
who was familiar with Os- 
wald’s movements in New 
Orleans, told The Chronicle 
that he believed Garrison 
had stumbled across in- 
formation which the 
Commission was well aware 
of — although Garrison 
didn’t know it. 


Battle of Cubans 

I And last week it began, 
fcarlos Bringuier, a Cuban 
[exile leader, declared that he 
was “more convinced than 
ever that Castro’s hand” 
would be found in the 
assassination. 

Bringuier, the man who 
brawled with Oswald in the 
street, said he had tried 
to get a Congressional in- 
vestigation of Oswald as “a 
confessed Marxist and a Cas- 
tro agent in the United 
States,” but nothing came of 
it 

“Since Nov. 22, 1963,” said 
Bringuier, “I have told them 
when everything is cleared 
up, Castro’s hand will be 
foimd.” 


Most Warren Commission 
members, meantime, were 
reserving judgment until 
Garrison released something 
specific. “Let’s see what his 
evidence is,” said former 
Commissoner John J. 
McCloy. 

But one of the Warren 
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House Republican Leader 
Gerald Ford demanded that 
“whatever evidence is found 
be transmitted to the U. S. 
Attorney General and to the 
President for consideration.” 
Garrison, however, had no 
such intention. In a television 
interview filmed at his home, 
the 44-y e a r -o 1 d prosecutor 
said he was not about to turn 
the investigation over to any- 
one. He insisted that his of- 
fice had jurisdiction in the 
case because of a Louisiana 
law “which forbids con- 
spiracy of any kind.” , 

Wait and See 


The reason: the evidence 
against one of Garrison’s 
suspects — a Civil Air Patrol 
pilot who had gone from 
Louisiana to Houston on the 
day of the assassination — is 
contained in an extensive 
FBI dossier, but not in the 
Commission volumes. 

453 A and B 

I - As for the pictures which 
Garrison ’s men had been 
showing around Miami and 
New Orleans, the mysterious 
missing Cuban was actually 
shown in exhibits 453 A and 
: 453 B and Bringuier Exhibit I 
in the 26 volumes. 


•The Warren Commission 
was never able to establish 
the identity of the man in the 
picture who helped Oswald 
pass out handbills. But since 
Oswald was found to have 
gone to the State of Loui- 
siana Employment office, of- 
fering S2 to anyone who 
would help him hand out 
leaflets, the Commission fi- 
nally concluded that the man 
probably was a drifter whom 
Oswald picked up and not a 
“conspirator.” 


However, one thing the in- 
vestigator was convinced of: 
The next phase of the New 
Orleans story would involve 
a vicious battle between pro 
and anti-Castro elements, 
each trying to exploit the 
assassination for political 
purposes, each trying to pin 
the blame on the other. 
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VPI Tftephoca 

A HEAVILY GUARDED prayer service in Palm Beach, 
Fla., preceded a civil ceremony in which Florida Gov- 
ernor Claude Kirk was married to German-born di- 
vorcee Erika Mattfeld. The life of the twice-divorced, 
41-year-old Florida Governor had been threatened. 


disease, to a ruptured blood 
vessel in the brain, but said 
further tests were being 
made — particularly in the 
light of an apparent suicide 
note found in his apartment. 

“The District Attorney is 
interested in me,” Ferrie 
had said a few days before 
he died, “because, supposed- 
ly, I have been pegged as the 
getaway pilot in an elaborate 
plot to Mil Kennedy. It’s a 
big joke.” 

PRESIDENT 

Consuming Concern 

To the average, close- 
to-the-grindstone American 
citizen with faith in progress, 
industry and his fellow man, 
a reading of President John- 
son’s message to Congress on 
the “American consumer” 
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PHYSICS MAJOR from 
Pittsburgh, Pa., 20-year- 
old Joseph Rhodes was 
elected student body 
president of the Califor- 
nia Institute of- Technol- 
ogy-— first Negro ever to 
be chosen for the post. 


was shocking in its implica- 
tions. 

By implication the Presi- 
dent’s message depicted an 
unexpectedly murderous 
struggle for life, limb and 
solvency: 

• Lenders took $13 billion 
in consumer credit interest 
last year — and a consumer 
had to be a graduate ac- 
countant to figure out how 
much he paid for a loan. 
Sometimes a 6 percent loan 
actually cost 18 percent, for 
example. 

• Many people wasted 
much of their life savings on 
a useless piece of desert or a 
swampland, lulled by visions 
of 40 acres and freedom — or 
a quick profit from land in- 
vestment. 

Welfare and Nails 

• The welfare plans in 
which 40 million Americans 
put their faith and $90 billion 
were frequently run without 
audit by outside impartial 
auditors. Some were run by 
managers who bought securi- 
ties in companies they owned; 

or by managers who bor- 
rowed freely from the funds 
or made loans to members of 
their families. 

• Investors in mutual 
funds sometimes lost half 
their initial investment to 
sales costs and other 
charges. 

• Lifesaving devices 
sometimes had not been 
properly tested, hence defec- 
tive nails and screws for 
bone repair were used, 
requiring repeated opera- 
tions to correct the damage; 
some artificial eyes caused 
serious infection; X-ray ma- 
chines emitted excessive 
doses of radiation. 

• One-fourth of tests made 


S. F. Sunday Examiner & Chronicle 
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